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Hi Katie, 
I startecollege at SMU in 194 when I was 16. My dad was a Methodist 
minister and was on the sMU board of trustees and I had never considered 
going anywhere else. I wanted to play football for them, but weighed 
128 lbs (wet) and they were the number one team in the country my 
freshman year with several All Americans; so not a chance. I majored 
in campusology at SMU had a lot of fun. ?ile there, I joined the 
naval air reserve and was called to active dutv_during the Krean 
war) before I had earned enough credits to graduate. I spent the 
war at the Dallas Naval Air Station (the USS Neverfloat) from '52 
to '54 and read a lot of books. I returned to college in '54 on 
the GI bill at UT. At the time, my dad was pastor of Grace Methodist 
Church in South Austin and I could live at home and save money. 
I also worked in research labs at UT and was a teaching assistant. 
While in the Navy I read some of Vannever Bush and Norbert Weiner 
and got interested in cybernetics. Weiner defined it as, "the study 
of communication and control mechanisms in the animal and the machine". 
This led to psychoacoustics - the study of the auditory nervous system. 
Computers were very primitive and not yet very interesting. 
At UT I took courses I thought I might be interested in without regard 
to a degree program. I got married in 55 and decided in '56 to 
ioo---6--o what it would take to get a degree in order to get into 
graduate school. I liked the life of a professional student. But 
after having a child in '57, I decided to get a real job. So after 
getting the Batchlors degree in 57, and finishing the requirements 
for a Masters degree in '58 (except for writing the thesis which 
I did in '63), I and my wife, son, and dog rented a U-Haul and 
drove to Florida where I worked for two years. I worked the next 
year in Maryland and in '61 joined NASA Hq in D.C. That was when 
I learned about Lick's computer work. He came to D.C. in '62 and 
you know the rest. 
Sorry to be so long winded. 
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